
Public encouraged to catch best drama
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Committee looks at ways to recruit doctors
cardboard figure it uses at 
hiring fairs, with a picture 
of a young doctor holding 
a cheque for $150,000 that 
says, ‘Your name here’ and 
is signed by the warden,” 
Brown said. “They’ve al-
ready recruited nine stu-
dents in varying years 
of medical school and I 
think their first one will 
be coming in 2009.”

Although the hospital 
is not currently in “dire 
straights,” Drummond 
says it is important to 
keep marketing Perth 
as an attractive place to 
practise medicine and 
raise a family. 

He added that a turn-
key clinic will certainly 

only performance at the 
Studio Theatre. It is being 
used to allow continued 
festival play rehearsals on 
the PDCI stage.

The winner of the Fair-
head award will receive 
$500.

A wide range of work-
shops, excursions and 
special events will be 
offered to the visiting 
schools over the four-day 
festival. Of special inter-
est, several graduates of 
PDCI, who are now work-
ing in the performing arts, 
will return to give pres-
entations to the visiting   
students.

PDCI’s own production 
from this year’s Sears 
season has the honour of 

help to grab the atten-
tion of young doctors, 
but stressed that the town 
should also look at re-
warding the physicians 
who have committed their 
lives to local patients, 
with very little incentive. 

“What about the doc-
tors who have been at 
it for 30 years, paying 
large overhead, without 
any concern or comment? 
What does that say to 
them?” he said. “When we 
talk about recruitment, 
we’re also talking about 
retention. There are all 
kinds of opportunities 
for people to pack up and 
leave for a cash bonus. You 
could make a career out 

of changing your practice 
every five years.”

On the same note, Drum-
mond pointed out that the 
town should aim to at-
tract doctors who want 
to make a home in Perth 
and who will be dedicated 
to their patients for the 
long haul. By offering 
incentives, such as large 
cash bonuses, Drummond 
says, communities could 
potentially bring in doc-
tors who will move away 
as soon as their contracts 
expire.

“Perth deserves the best 
and we want well-trained, 
personable people who 
have a sense of commu-
nity,” he said. “We want 

people who want to be 
here for the long term and 
who are not here to pick 
up a cash bonus and leave 
three to four years later.” 

According to Fenik, 
one of the best things 
Perth can do to attract 
physicians is to help with 
relocation fees and to of-
fer very low overhead for 
them to start up.

“It’s like an auction out 
there and I’m not of the 
opinion that we should 
be buying doctors,” Fenik 
said. 

“I want doctors to come 
to Perth because the qual-
ity of life is attractive, but 
we still have to cater to 
the times.”

being one of the 12 plays 
chosen from across the 
province.

Circus Gothic, by Jan 
Kudelka, is a favourite of 
director Carolee Mason. 
During her work on the 
play, she discovered that 
one of the play’s charac-
ters is based on a former 
Perth Collegiate student, 
Al Stencell.  

PDCI drama club stu-
dents are looking forward 
to showing the play once 
again on the local stage, 
and to welcoming Sten-
cell as their special guest. 
He will travel from To-
ronto to see Circus Gothic
on the opening night of 
the festival.

PDCI drama club al-

umni are invited to at-
tend, and visit the alumni 
room, where photos and 
memorabilia of past Sears 
Festival productions will 
be on display. Any festival 
grad who cannot attend, 
but would like to post 
a message on the notice 
board or forward photos 
for display, is invited to 
send them to lori.stew 
art@ucdsb.on.ca.

Three one-act plays are 
featured each evening of 
the showcase. Tickets are 
available at the door or 
by calling Sue Bolger at 
PDCI, at 613-267-3051, or 
sue.bolger@ucdsb.on. ca.

More festival informa-
tion, including a sched-
ule of performances, is 

available online at www.
showcase2008.info.

The public is encour-
aged to arrive early for the 
7 p.m. performance each 
evening. Doors will open 
at 6:30 p.m.

Geoff Mason says that 
in the event of overflow 
audiences in the 600-
plus-seat auditorium, 
plays will be shown live 
on a large screen in one 
of the gymnasiums.

For the Masons, the 
Sears Provincial Show-
case will be their swan 
song. After the plays end 
on May 10, they will be 
turning out the theatre 
lights for the final time. 
Both plan to retire from 
teaching on June 30.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Do you want to see all your favourite
flyers anytime, anywhere?

Look for these
great sponsors:

Save time, save money.

BY IAN GRAY
The Perth Courier

 The phrase “educa-
tion is power” is more 
than just a few words to 
Perth’s Dave Cuddy.
 Following a Canada 
World Youth program last 
year that saw him spend 
three months in North 
Bay and three months 
living with residents of 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, 
he realized just how true 
it is. Cuddy says his time 
on the African continent 
and with his African 
CWY counterparts help-
ed him see exactly how 
lucky he is to live in 
Canada and have access 
to education. The experi-
ence with Canada World 
Youth so changed the 24-
year-old that he began 
raising funds for a sus-
tainable foundation that 
will ensure education for 
a new Kenyan each year 

who demonstrates that 
he or she will make sig-
nificant contributions to 
the environment and his 
or her community.
 “Talking to the youth 
of Kenya, there are just 
no loans for them to go 
to school,” Cuddy told 
the Courier. “Unless they 
have someone to help 
financially, they can’t go 
to school.
 The Perth and District 
Collegiate Institute grad-
uate  has already begun 
raising funds for Stephen 
Kamau, his counterpart 
in the CWY program, and 
for Samuel Wakunga, 
another young African 
man partnered with a 
Canadian woman and 
living in the same home 
as Cuddy and Kamau in 
North Bay.
 A recent fundraiser, 
featuring Larry Paul and 
Friends, at the home of 
Bob and Margaret Scott 

in Perth, saw about 50 
people raise more than 
$500 for the Education 
is Power project. This 
represents about half a 
year’s tuition at the col-
lege Kamau will attend 
in Nairobi.
 “I am very thankful to 
all the great people (who) 
came out to support this 
project,” Cuddy said.
 When added to mon-
ey he raised at an event 
while he studied in 
Quebec City, as well as 
donations received with-
in his CWY circle of con-
tacts and family, a total 
of $2,000 has been raised 
for Education is Power 
since its inception in 
March.
 The project is in the 
process of becoming a
registered charity, ex-
pected by the end of this 
year. In the meantime, 
the money is being held 
in a trust account with 

Perth lawyer Ken Cuddy, 
Dave’s father.
 Funds will be sent to 
the Kijabe Environmental 
Volunteers in Kenya, 
which will manage the 
distribution and receipts 
in Kenya. KENVO is a 
partner with CWY, and 
lends credibility to the 
educational bursaries on 
the Kenyan side of the 
program.
 Money will go from 
the Canadian trust fund 
directly for the education 
of Kamau, then Wakunga, 
then other deserving 
Kenyans who meet the 
required criteria of the 
program. Receipts will 
ensure all money raised 
goes directly to educa-
tion costs.
 Kamau began his stud-
ies last week at The Centre 
for Tourism Training and 
Research in Nairobi, 
which is accredited with 
Wildlife Clubs of Kenya 

BY KRISTA JOHNSTON
The Perth Courier

 As gas prices continue 
to soar around the globe, 
more and more people 
are becoming conscious 
of their carbon footprint 
and the need to reduce 
their dependence on fos-
sil fuels.
 For Andrew Gehrke, 
the daily commute from 
Brooke Valley to Perth 
each morning, to catch the 
commuter bus to Ottawa, 
was seriously starting 
to drain his wallet, and 
with the added deliveries 
required for his food-box 
program, the part-time 
market gardener realized 
he needed to make some 
significant changes. 
 “My (sister Linda and 
I) have been market gar-
dening near Brooke for 
four years and selling 
(our produce and ber-
ries) through the farm-
ers’ market and the food-
box program, which we 
started last year,” Gehrke 
said. “Out here, we had 
a hard time because of 
the deer and other (pests) 
and (eventually) decided 
to do something that was 
more sustainable and 
closer to the market.” 
 This spring, the 
Gehrkes will move from 
their rural location to 
a large lot on Beckwith 
Street and continue their 
market-gardening opera-
tion in an urban setting.   
  Using a farming practice 
called SPIN (small plot 
intensive), the Gehrkes 
plan to demonstrate how 
agriculture can be incor-
porated into a built envi-
ronment with very little 
capital, and in the proc-

ess, hope to inspire other 
members of the commu-
nity to grow more food of 
their own.
 “When I was grow-
ing up, everybody had 
a backyard garden,” 
Gehrke said. “With fuel 
becoming scarcer and 
gas heading over $2 in 
the near future, food is 
going to be very pricey 
and I think we all are 
going to have to start 
growing more of our own 
food,” he stressed. 
 “One day it may even 
be a necessity.”
 What makes SPIN 
farming different from 
other methods is its reli-
ance on hand labour and 
its ability to include all 
citizens, as it does not 
require a lot of land or 
money to function. 
 Another key factor to 
this practice is the focus 
of growing high-value 
crops, such as lettuce, 
tomatoes, herbs and cau-
liflower, which don’t take 
up a lot of room.
 “We are trying to pro-
duce more from a smaller 
area and maximize the 
space to make a living 
off of it,” he said. “With 
SPIN, you start in your 
own backyard and then 
incorporate other back-
yards into your own pro-
duction.”
 As part of this new 
venture, the Gehrkes 
have partnered with 27-
year-old Coral Sproule, 
a Harper Road resident 
who has significant expe-
rience in natural food co-
operatives and commu-
nity-shared agriculture.
 Living on her parents’ 
90-acre property, Sproule 
says she will cultivate 

her own garden this year 
and combine her produce 
with the Gehrkes’ for the 
food-box program and 
farmers’ market.
 “I have more space to 
grow certain crops that 
take up a lot of room 
and they have a per-
fect place to distribute 
from,” Sproule explained. 
“We’re going to exchange 
expertise, equipment and 
everything and they’re 
going to come here when 
we need to push on 
things and I will go there 
when they need a push 
on things,” she explained. 
“(Through this partner-
ship) we won’t need to 
put as many miles on one 
vehicle either, because 
a lot of boxes will be 
picked up from their 
place in town.”
 While walking through 
area grocery stores, 
Gehrke says he is tired 
of seeing tomatoes from 
Israel and products from 
other countries clogging 
store shelves when peo-
ple are growing the same 
produce locally and even 
organically. 
 He also pointed out the 
importance of support-
ing farmers in the com-
munity and, in turn, the 
local economy.
 “It’s not sustainable 
to ship from California. 
We need to learn to get 
back to eating fresh pro-
duce when it’s in season,” 
he explained. “We offer 
fresh, locally grown pro-
duce and people know 
where it’s coming from,” 
he stressed.  
 “It’s nutritious, there 
are no chemicals on it 
and the taste makes it all 
worthwhile.”

and Moi University.
 The rest of the funds 
will remain in the trust 
in Canada until con-
crete plans are made by 
KENVO and Wakunga 
with respect to his edu-
cation goals. Cuddy says 
Wakunga is weighing 
his options in a program 
similar to Kamau’s, at 
the University of Nairobi, 
that would enable him to 
launch an outdoor edu-
cation centre for local 
children. It would be sus-
tained by an internation-
al research centre and 
eco-tourism operation.
 Cuddy says both Afri-
can men have begun 
fundraising in Kenya, in 
accordance with guide-
lines of Education is 
Power. Applicants are 
required to make sig-
nificant contributions 
through fundraising, in 
order to show their com-
mitment to the project.
 The CWY experience, 
Cuddy says, had a pro-
found impact on his life. 
“Canada World Youth 
helped teach me that, 
as a Canadian, I have a 
power and privilege that 
the majority of the world 
does not.” He also bet-
ter understands, he adds, 
how to use this power in 
a positive way, “for our 
communities and society 
at large.”
 He wants the project 
he has begun to be ongo-
ing. “I hope to be able to 
bring in government and 
other supporters so it can 
be ... a scholarship foun-
dation.”
 Cuddy left Perth re-
cently for the Ardeche 
region of France, to begin 
work at an outdoor edu-
cation centre, similar to 
what he has been doing 
since he graduated from 
Algonquin College in 
2004. He will continue 
to oversee the educa-
tional bursary program 
with his father. He hopes 
to continue his work in 
Africa when his contract 
in France ends, and enrol 
in African studies and 
Swahili language courses 
at the University of Dar 
es Salaam, in Tanzania.
 More information 
about the foundation is 
available at www. educa
tionispower.wordpress.
com. Cuddy says this 
site will change once the 
charity becomes certified 
later this year, and will 
allow donors to make 
contributions online.
 He can be reached 
directly at davecuddy@
gmail.com, and welcomes 
specific questions about 
the program.

Education project gains momentum
Perth man raises funds to send Africans to university

Farmers bring urban 
agriculture to Perth

ST. JOHN WALKS FOR FOOD BANK: Students from St. John Catholic High School and St. 
John Elementary School walked through town on Thursday, delivering their Make Poverty 
History message as they went, and an $800 cheque to the Perth and District Food Bank on 
Drummond Street.  Ian Gray photo

ROOM TO GROW: Andrew and Linda Gehrke are in the process of 
starting a market garden at their new property on Beckwith Street. 

Photo courtesy of Susie Osler

HELPING FUND EDUCATION: Perth’s Dave Cuddy (left) is raising money to help young 
Kenyans attend university. His Education is Power project has already paid the tuition of 
Stephen Kamau, seen on the right with a Masai warrior in the Mwanga District of 
Killimanjaro Region of Tanzania.  Photo courtesy of Dave Cuddy
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