
 

 

 

 

 

Sept. 9th, 2015 
Newsletter 

(Learn how teacher Jen Paton and her students were so successful at: www.educationispower.org/haliburton) 

 

Education Is Power 

Calls on Canadian 

Youth to Realize a 

Golden Opportunity  

 

“Our students had a skype call with two EIP students last spring, and have never had such direct contact 

with international recipients of charitable donations.” -Teacher, Jennifer Paton at Haliburton Highlands Secondary 

 The Karen and Fred Green Foundation are recogniz-

ing Education Is Power’s tireless volunteer efforts in the form 

of a matching funds grant of up to $25,000. In order to re-

ceive the Green’s maximum contribution, we must spread 

our message of global responsibility to Canadian classrooms 

or youth groups and receive $8250 in youth driven fundrais-

ing initiatives before December 1st, 2015. This is a $3 to 

$1 matching grant!  

 Fortunately, we had a wonderful head start when the 

campaigned kicked off last May in Haliburton, Ontario. We 

were awe struck when Haliburton Highlands Secondary ral-

lied their school and community to raise $5444 for Education 

is Power (EIP)! The Canadian students gained incredible ex-

perience working with their community and had direct con-

tact with East African students during the process.  

With a little over $2500 left to raise before December 2015, 

our goal is to find 25 classes or youth groups who are com-

mitted to raise $100 each. At the individual level, that is $4 

raised per student in a class of 25 students. Remarkably, that 

$4 would create a ripple effect bringing in $10,000 to enable 

dedicated East African students to attend school! 

 The money raised will enable the following initiatives: 

 Support five new post-secondary students and 16 new 

secondary students in Kenya and Tanzania.    

 Fund empowerment programs where EIP supported stu-

dents meet with local role models and engage in volun-

teer activities on school holidays. 

 Employ two new primary teachers at the overcrowded 

Chumvi Primary School in Laikipia North, Kenya.  

 Support EIP’s current 19 high school students and seven 

college/university students who do not have sponsors 

and rely on EIP’s continual fundraising efforts.   

 EIP volunteers love to visit Canadian classes and 

share their experiences from school in East Africa. When 

young people reach out across continents to help each other, 

we are consistently humbled by how much can be learned.  

 To find out how you can get a school in your com-

munity involved please contact info@educationispower.org. 

Also please consider forwarding this newsletter to a teacher 

you may know.  

“Empower one who can empower others” 

http://www.educationispower.org/haliburton
mailto:info@educationispower.org


 

 

An Inspiring Journey  

To learn more or to donate visit www.educationispower.org 

 

 Zipporah Mugure feels humbled 

to be approaching her final year of a 

Bachelor of Commerce program at 

Mount Kenya University.  

 This journey has been a long 

time coming for Zipporah who is the first 

born of five girls. Zipporah’s father left 

just as she was to enter secondary 

school, leaving her devastated that she 

would not be able to attend high school 

due to lack of fees. Her mother, deter-

mined to see her graduate secondary 

school, tirelessly worked labour jobs on 

neighbours’ farms to make sure it hap-

pened.   

 Zipporah, business minded from 

a young age, quickly found a job in a shop 

after her secondary school graduation 

and with her pay bought her mother a 

share with a women’s funding group that 

allowed her to rent a small market gar-

den. Zipporah’s mother has been self 

employed in this way ever since and has 

been able to send the rest of her daugh-

ters through high school.   

 After showing a keen interest to 

assist her community, Zipporah was se-

lected to participate in a Canada World 

Youth exchange program that sent her 

to Canada. She returned home to Kenya 

motivated to complete an Information 

Technology Diploma with some savings 

from her weekly stipend gained through 

her exchange program.  

 With this diploma, Zipporah was 

able to gain employment at KENVO, an 

environmental non-profit that is part-

nered with EIP. However, even with this 

employment it is still impossible for her 

to raise the funds needed for university 

tuition. So it’s through the help of gener-

ous EIP donors that she has been able to 

study.  

 EIP is so fortunate for Zipporah’s 

diligent volunteer work. Beyond studying 

full time, working for KENVO and being 

the mother of twins, Zipporah is the 

Kenyan Financial Officer for EIP. She 

maintains excellent records, and ensures 

that funds sent from Canada reach the 

intended beneficiaries on time, allowing 

EIP students to continue smoothly with 

their studies. Among other things, Zippo-

rah contributes at board meetings as an 

EIP trustee, and also mentors secondary 

students during empowerment weeks. 

Her warm and confident nature allows 

students to be comfortable, approaching 

her with concerns and questions. 

 We wish Zipporah all the best as 

she nears the end of her bachelor de-

gree. There is no way EIP would exist 

without all of Zipporah’s help along the 

way. We are so thankful she is part of 

our team. 

Zipporah Mugure, EIP 

Student and Volunteer 

Photo: Zipporah working the entrance 

at an EIP fundraiser in Kimende, Kenya 



 

 

    Education Is Power Experiences a Wind of Hope in the Desert 

 Tumaini is the Swahili word for hope, and providing 

hope is exactly what Tumaini Senior School does in the city 

of Isiolo on the fringe of Kenya’s northern deserts. Despite 

its name, Tumaini Senior School caters to children in their 

final three years of primary school. The school has an amaz-

ing focus on uplifting Kenyan children who have been thrown 

into desperate circumstances where their families have been 

ravaged by the effects of HIV/AIDS and extreme poverty.  

 Before Tumaini became involved, these children had 

no choice but to stop primary school and be-

come breadwinners for their families, looking 

after younger siblings and aged grandparents 

because their parents had either died or were 

too sick to work. Without skills or qualifica-

tions, these children, often under the age of 

12 were forced to begging, scavenging and sex 

work. Tumaini provides support to these chil-

dren’s families thus enabling the kids to shine 

as one of the 70+ students at their senior 

school. 

 With these students flourishing in 

Tumaini’s diverse educational approach where 

holistic meets traditional, it’s a perfect match 

for Education Is Power to work together with 

the organization and help some of the Tumaini 

Senior School graduates. EIP is very happy to 

now see two Tumaini graduates we support (Leah Mbogo 

and Brandy Moraa) commence their final term of their first 

year of high school. These girls have been progressing very 

well and have great aspirations to become leaders in their 

community and country, working to help those in need just 

like how Tumaini helped them.  

 EIP aims to support at least two new Tumaini Senior 

School graduates to secondary school every year, and we are 

also hopeful to have enough funds to continue supporting 

Tumaini students onto post-secondary studies. On top of this  

we are excited to learn from Tumaini’s successes, such as 

their training programs for Kenyan teachers designed to help 

build confidence and inspire creative thinking among pupils. 

We also hope to use aspects of Tumaini’s Art 4 Life program 

in our EIP Empowerment Week programs that are offered 

during the holiday periods to our 36 secondary students in 

Laikipia North and Kijabe, Kenya. Art 4 Life reinforces the 

important role creativity has in learning and stimulating new 

possibilities, which goes hand in hand with EIP’s pursuit to 

provide uplifting experiential education.  

 Tumaini Senior School is just 

one segment of Pepo La Tumaini 

Jangwani (Wind of hope in the de-

sert)’s mission to provide education 

and healthcare to women and children 

affected by HIV. The organization was 

founded in 1994 by a group of local 

women from Isiolo, Kenya.  

 At Education Is Power, we are 

fortunate to have been connected to 

this wonderful group by Canadians 

Karen and Fred Green who visited 

Tumaini School while staying at Lewa 

Conservancy. With a nice twist of fate, 

Lewa Conservancy happens to be right 

beside the EIP partner community of 

Laikipia North, hence mutual contacts allowed possibilities to 

grow. This has spurred EIP to broaden its objectives as a reg-

istered Canadian charity, to eventually support infrastructure 

projects at Tumaini School and other schools in East Africa 

via Canadian donors in need of a registered charity to chan-

nel through.  

 To learn more about Brandy and Leah who are sup-

ported by Pepo La Tumaini and EIP, as well as to see other 

East African students in need, visit our students page at 

www.educationispower.org/students.  

Brandy Moraa graduated Tumaini Senior 

School and is now supported by EIP at 

Lumar Girls Secondary in Meru, Kenya 

http://www.educationispower.org/students.


 

 

EIP students are so grateful for every effort that moves them closer to getting an edu-

cation. These East African students also organize “harambees” (Swahili for fundrais-

ers). They are undeniably dedicated to their education and this is why we feel so moti-

vated to help them. Please take a look at our back to school wish list! 

Donors who would like to sponsor an 

East African student: 

Consider sponsoring a student to attend high 

school this school year. It can be as little as 

$150 per year and can make an unforgetta-

ble difference to a person’s life. We offer up-

dates and letters on your students progress.  

Used Digital Cameras: 

A picture is worth a 1000 words!  We would 

like to send digital cameras over to East Afri-

ca so that more students are able to send us 

images and updates about their stories and 

experiences. 

 Used Laptops: 

Our post-secondary students are otherwise 

unable to afford this expense that is neces-

sary for their education. Laptops are normally 

brought over to East Africa when Canadian 

EIP volunteers travel over there.  

Keen and Motivated Volunteers!:  

We are looking for volunteers who are inter-

ested in hosting fundraisers, updating stu-

dent profiles on our website or engaging with 

Canadian students. We are also looking for 

individuals looking to help on the ground in 

Kenya or Tanzania.  

This newsletter was written by Robyn Penfold, EIP Communications Officer, and Dave Cuddy, EIP Co-founder—Thank you. 

Photo: EIP students 

in their second 

year of high school; 

Elizabeth Moidi, 

Ruth Nasore and 

Margaret Shiro at 

Naari Girls Second-

ary School in Meru, 

Kenya  

www.educationispower.org 

http://www.educationispower.org

